
 

Deception Valley Lodge     

Gem of the Kalahari  

 

 

There is a magical place in the vast Kalahari that has perplexed weary wanderers for many years. 

This” waterless oasis” known as deception valley was named after the riverbed which evokes the 

illusion of containing water. For centuries when thirsty travellers saw the promising fold of 

deception valley on the horizon they would rush towards it deliriously. Once they reached the 

riverbed they would recognise the depth of the deception caused by a dry riverbed that has not 

seen much water for the past 15.000 years. 

The illusion created by the ancient riverbed is the result of a mirage-style effect that gives the blue- 

clay riverbed the appearance of being filled with water when it’s actually bone dry. 

 



In wetter times, thousands of years ago, deception valley was part of an ancient river that is 

believed to have formed part of a vast ancient lake that covered much of the central Kalahari 

plateau. Today deception valley is a gathering place for large herds of antelope’s which attracts a 

wide range of predators such as lions, leopards, cheetahs, wild dogs and hyenas. 

 

During the wet season the grass in the valley tends to be lush and green, attracting thousands of 

animals. Unlike most of the habitat of the Kalahari, deception valley is a grassy area and lies 

between wooded dunes. This habitat provides for the wildlife in the area all year round, including 

the dry season when there is no surface water. 

 



Deception valley was made famous by Mark and Delia Owens, an American couple who did the 

first research into the black maned Kalahari lion and brown hyena. They lived in a tent in deception 

valley for several years to do their research. About their adventures and daily life in deception 

valley they wrote the bestselling book “cry of the Kalahari”. 

Visitors to deception valley in the Kalahari can enjoy a unique experience with guided game drives, 

walking safaris with the san, magnificent game viewing and complete isolation from the hustle and 

bustle of everyday life. 

 

Activities: 

Early morning and late afternoon/ early evening safaris with open 4X4 vehicles 

Night drives to explore the nocturnal species 

Bird watching - over 200 species, from the deck at the main lodge or in a hide at one of the water 

holes 

Maximum three vehicles, but mostly only one 

Knowledgeable guides and legendary Bushmen trackers 

Off road tracking 

Nature walks with experienced guides 

 

Activities also including: 

The night safari in particular will reveal a fascinating world of nocturnal species. 



Deception Valley is a bird lover's paradise. 

Enjoy the amazing Kalahari Sunsets while having sun-downers on Safaris or Walks. 

 

BUSH-MEN WALKS 

The Bushmen people were the first inhabitants in Southern Africa and have survived for the past 

20 000 years in this arid region.  At Deception Valley Lodge you will meet the real traditional 

Bushmen from the San tribe.  Listen to the Naro language, the first written Bushmen language that 

contains 37 different clicks. 

 



Deception Valley Lodge offers a unique San (Bushmen) cultural experience. Guests depart after Tea 

from the Main Lodge at Deception Valley Lodge.  

Experience first-hand how the San people survive in the bush through honed tracking and survival 

skills. Our San guides will unlock this unique culture for you. 

BUSH-MEN GUIDES 

Let our San guides show you how to experience the tracking and survival skills of the San people. 

Let them show you how they gather their food and how successful they are at hunting with their 

poisoned arrows. 

 

Features: 

Guided walks with the Bushmen to explore their culture, survival and hunting skills and their 

extraordinary knowledge of the veldt and animal life. 

Interact with the Bushmen of the Kalahari on one of the Cultural walks with Bushmen at Deception 

Valley Lodge.  

A walk of approximately two kilometres with two Naru speaking Bushmen 



A unique experience in which visitors share in the life led by traditional Bushmen 

Witness their knowledge of medicinal and poisonous plants 

See how they make bows, arrows and other tools 

Be humbled by their hunting skills 

Be entertained by their sense of humour 

Help them make a fire 

Quench your thirst in the traditional way 

 

ASTRONOMY AND THE AFRICAN NIGHT SKY 

The star show, combined with the surrounding Kalahari skies and landscapes, will provide you with 

an unforgettable evening under the Botswana night sky. 



 

 

ACCOMMODATION 

The main complex boasts a dining room, lounge and bar area decorated in warm Kalahari colours 

which make use of Bushmen and other African artefacts. From the deck you can view game activity 

at the nearby water hole. The lodge has an ethnic African theme and was built to fit into the 

surrounding bush without altering, damaging or detracting from its ambiance and colour. 

 

Six of the eight chalets consist of luxury twin bedded rooms with en-suite Victorian style 

bathrooms, an outside shower and a private spacious lounge. There is also a chalet with 2 inter-

leading rooms for families. 



 

 

Features: 

Luxury twin bedded rooms 

En-suite Victorian style bathrooms 

Outside shower 

Private spacious lounge 

Ceiling fans and mosquito nets 

Private mini-bar 



 

SOMETHING SPECIAL: dining in the company of porcupines! 

 

 



Deception Valley Lodge is an oasis in the Kalahari of Botswana 

Our 3 night’s special with flights from Maun 

2020 Rates - including transfers from Maun. 

3 nights  

01 Jan 2020 - 31 Mar 2020 

$1600 per person sharing 

 

01 Apr 2020 - 30 Jun 2020  

$1870 per person sharing 

 

01 Jul 2020 - 31 Oct 2020     

$2115 per person sharing 

01 Nov 2020 - 30 Nov 2020    

$1870 per person sharing 

INCLUDES  

• Accommodation • All Meals • Teas/ coffees and snacks • Drinks (soft drinks, water, beers, select 

wines and Select spirits) • Laundry • Activities • Government taxes and park fees  

EXCLUDES 

• Visa costs • Travel Insurance • Items of personal nature 

 

 


